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What Is a Unified and Comprehensive System of Learning Supports?*

To enable all students to have an equal opportunity to succeed at school, schools need to be able
to directly address barriers to learning and teaching. This requires elevating such efforts so that
they are a third primary and essential component for school improvement.

As indicated below, the third component is called a learning supports component.

  

Learning supports are the resources, strategies, and practices that provide the physical, social,
emotional, and intellectual supports that directly address barriers to learning and teaching, and
that re-engage disconnected students.

To be most effective, learning supports are unified and then developed into a comprehensive 
system that provides supportive interventions in classrooms and school-wide and is fully
integrated with efforts to improve instruction and management at a school. 

The learning supports intervention framework combines both an integrated and systemic
continuum of school and community interventions and a multifaceted and cohesive set of six
content areas.  The continuum is designed to

• promote positive development and prevent problems 

• intervene as early after the onset of problems as is feasible

• provide special assistance for severe and chronic problems.

The continuum is embedded into the following six content areas:

• Classroom-based approaches to enable learning (e.g., ensuring classrooms have
necessary supports and create and maintain a positive climate)

          
• Support for transitions (e.g., assisting students and families as they negotiate

hurdles to enrollment, adjust to school, grade, and program changes, make daily
transitions before, during, and after school, access and effectively use supports
and extended learning opportunities, and so forth)

           
• Home involvement and engagement in schooling (e.g., increasing and

strengthening the home and its connections with school)

Management

   Instruction



• Community engagement with schools (e.g., outreach to develop a greater
community support from a wide range of entities. This includes agency
collaborations and use of volunteers to extend learning opportunities and help
students-in-need.)

• Crises assistance and prevention (including ensuring immediate assistance in
emergencies, providing follow-up care as necessary, developing prevention
programs, creating a caring and safe learning environment and countering the
impact of out-of-school traumatic events)

              
• Student and family assistance (facilitating student and family access to effective

services and special assistance on campus and in the community as needed). 

Combining the continuum with the six areas provides a matrix framework to represent a uified
and comprehensive system of learning supports (see below). 

Combined Continuum and Content Arenas: 
Framework for a Unified and Comprehensive System of Learning Supports 
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*For other Brief  Overviews, see Section A of the Center’s System Change Toolkit online at 
http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/toolkita1.htm . 
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